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1 — EPA ‘absolutely, deeply sorry’ for mine spill, Albuquerque Journal, 8/12/2015 

http://www.abqiournal.com/627002/news/epa-apologizes-takes-responsibility-for-mine-spill.htmi 

The top U.S. Environmental Protection Agency official apologized Tuesday on behalf of her department for spilling 3 
million gallons of mining sludge that fouled the Animas and San Juan rivers, saying the spill "pains me to no end." 
Gina McCarthy made the comments after federal and contract workers accidentally unleashed the spill Aug. 5 while 
inspecting the abandoned Gold King mine near Silverton, Colo. 

2 — EPA officials promise analysis of river contamination today, Daily Times, 8/11/2015 

http://www.daily-times.com/four corners-news/ci 28625135/epa-officials-promise-analysis-river-contamination- 

wednesday 

EPA officials offered little new information Tuesday afternoon on pollution levels in the Animas River after agency 
workers accidentally released an estimated 3 million gallons of mine wastewater contaminated with heavy metals 
into the river a week ago. 

3 EPA Chief Apologizes For Huge Colorado Mine Spill, HuffPost, 8/11/2015 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/epa-colorado-mine 55ca70c9e4b0f73b20bb08a3 

The head of the Environmental Protection Agency was remorseful Tuesday after an EPA safety team accidentally 
caused 3 million gallons of wastewater to spill from an abandoned mine in Colorado, turning a major waterway a 
bilious yellow hue. "This is a tragic and unfortunate incident, and EPA is taking responsibility to ensure that it is 
cleaned up," said EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy. 

4 — EPA Chief Gina McCarthy 'Deeply Sorry' for Colorado Mine Spill, ABC News, 8/11/2015 

http://abcnews.go.com/US/epa-chief-gina-mccarthv-deeply-colorado-mine-spill/story?id=33022515 
The head of the Environmental Protection Agency, Gina McCarthy, responded today to criticism that her agency 
moved too slowly in alerting the public about the 3 million gallons of mine waste that has contaminated a Colorado 
river, saying the lag time is mainly due to the cautious nature of the government's efforts. McCarthy said she is 
"deeply sorry" and it "pains me to no end" to see the orange-colored toxic stream unleashed in the West. Calling the 
spill a "tragic and unfortunate accident," she took full responsibility for the waste oozing from an abandoned mine 
into the Animas River. 

5 — EPA's McCarthy: Contaminated water from Colorado mine will spread, Fox News, 8/11/2015 

http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2015/08/ll/epa-mccarthv-contamination-from-colorado-mine-spill-will-spread- 

cause-still/ 

EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy warned Tuesday that millions of gallons of contaminated water from a Colorado 
mine now surging along Colorado's Animas River could eventually impact Mexico, Utah and the Navajo nation. 

6 — Local anger swells at EPA over toxic gold mine spill in Animas River, Guardian, 8/11/2015 

http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/aug/ll/animas-river-spill-epa-anger 

Townspeople watching millions of gallons of orange-colored mine waste flow through their communities demanded 
clarity on Tuesday about possible long-term threats to their water supply. Colorado and New Mexico made disaster 
declarations for stretches of the Animas and San Juan rivers and the Navajo Nation declared an emergency as the 
toxic waste spread downstream toward Lake Powell in Utah. 
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7 - EPA head to visit Durango to observe river cleanup, 9News, 8/11/2015 

http://www.9news.com/story/news/locai/2015/08/ll/mine-waste-leak-hickenlooper/31461929/ 

The administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency will visit Durango Wednesday to observe the response 
efforts of crews working to cleanup last week's mine waste spill that turned the Animas River green, sparking an 
emergency declaration in two states. The EPA's Gina McCarthy will also visit Farmington, New Mexico, where she will 
meet with local officials and community members. 

8 EPA Chief Apologizes as Anger Mounts, Wall Street Journal, 8/11/2015 

http://www.wsi.com/articies/epa-chief-apologizes-for-toxic-spill-affecting-rivers-in-colorado-new-mexico- 

1439321379 

Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Gina McCarthy apologized Tuesday for a mine spill in Colorado that 
her agency caused last week and planned to travel to the area Wednesday, amid increasing criticism from lawmakers 
about the EPA's response. 

9 — BPA chief: Colorado mine spill ‘pains me’, Albq Journal, 8/11/2015 

http://www.abqiournal.com/626763/news/epa-chief-colorado-mine-spill-pains-me.html 

The head of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency said Tuesday her department takes full responsibility for 
spilling 3 million gallons of mining waste that turned a southwest Colorado river an unnatural shade of orange, adding 
it "pains me to no end." Gina McCarthy made the comments as her agency comes under increased scrutiny after 
federal and contract workers accidentally unleashed the spill last week while inspecting the abandoned Gold King 
mine near Silverton, Colorado. 

10 — Silverton residents reconsider need for Superfund in light of spill, Daily Times, 8/11/2015 

http://www.daily-times.com/four corners-news/ci 28625241/silverton-residents-reconsider-need-superfund-light- 
spill 

Silverton Standard editor Mark Esper said he had just finished lunch on Aug. 5 when he heard an unusual call over the 
police scanner. "I hear Sheriff (Bruce) Conrad say on the scanner — '20-foot wall of orange sludge coming toward 
Silverton,"' Esper said. 

11 — Gold mine's toxic plume extends to Utah, USA Today, 8/11/2015 

http://www.usatodav.com/storv/news/nation/2015/08/10/navajo-nation-epa-mine-wastewater-spill/31399517/ 

The plume of heavy metals released last week into the Animas River from the Gold King Mine near Silverton, Colo., 
reached Utah on Monday. As of Monday evening, officials said the plume of contamination was southeast of 
Montezuma Creek, Utah, and was headed for Lake Powell. Environmental Protection Agency officials say the 
pollutants in the plume include arsenic, lead, copper, aluminum and cadmium, but have not released any detailed 
information on the spill that started Wednesday morning and has since been contained. 

12 — Colorado health official: No river health risk, CNN, 8/11/2015 

http://www.cnn.com/2015/08/10/us/epa-river-spill-residents/ 

From his backyard in Durango, Colorado, Tom Bartles can see the Animas River, which was stained an unnatural 
orange. The Environmental Protection Agency accidentally released millions of gallons of pollutants into the water 
last week, turning the typically blue water to the color of mustard. 
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8/12/2015 


EPA ‘absolutely, deeplysorry' for mine spill | Albuquerque Journal News 

A abqjournal.com http://www.abqjournal.com/627002/news/epa-apologizes-takes-responsibility-1br-mine-spill.html 


EPA ‘absolutely, deeply sorry’ for mine spill 

Olivier Uyttebrouck / Journal Staff Writer 



The top U.S. Environmental Protection Agency official apologized Tuesday on behalf of her department for spilling 3 
million gallons of mining sludge that fouled the Animas and San Juan rivers, saying the spill “pains me to no end.” 

Gina McCarthy made the comments after federal and contract workers accidentally unleashed the spill Aug. 5 while 
inspecting the abandoned Gold King mine near Silverton, Colo. 

The contaminated water that flowed into a tributary of the Animas and San Juan rivers contains high levels of 
arsenic, lead and other potentially toxic heavy metals. McCarthy expressed regret that the spill occurred. 

“It is really a tragic and very unfortunate incident, and EPA is taking responsibility to ensure that spill is cleaned up,” 
said McCarthy, who is scheduled to visit the area sometime today. “I am absolutely, deeply sorry that this ever 
happened.” 

New Mexico Environment Department advisory 

• Do not use wells near the San Juan and Animas rivers that could contain contamination. 

• Conserve water to preserve limited water supply reserves. 

• Do not eat fish caught in the San Juan and Animas rivers or water livestock with river water. 

Obtain potable water at the following locations: 


http://www.abqjournal.com/627002/news/epa-apologizes-takes-responsibility-for-mine-spill.html 
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8/12/2015 


EPA ‘absolutely, deeplysorry' for mine spill | Albuquerque Journal News 

• Center Point Fire Station #1 — 16 Road 2755 

• Flora Vista Fire Station #1 — 2 Road 3275 

Visit NMEDRiverWaterSafety.org for updates. 

An EPA official predicted that an analysis of heavy metals from the San Juan and Animas rivers in New Mexico could 
be made public as early as today. 

“We are analyzing data that was taken after the event occurred and we are hoping to have that data out as soon as 
possible, within the next 24 hours,” said Ron Curry, EPA administrator for Regional 6, at a news conference Tuesday. 

Five New Mexico water systems, including Aztec and Farmington, stopped pumping river water last weekend when 
sludge from the mine blowout moved into New Mexico, forcing them to rely on water storage reserves. 

Officials say they are unlikely to make a decision before Monday about when the systems can resume using river 
water for drinking, irrigation or watering livestock. 

The EPA had four teams available to test wells in New Mexico on Tuesday and plans to add three additional teams 
today, Curry said. 

New Mexico Environment Department officials said the state agency is working with the EPA to test wells. 

Gov. Susana Martinez declared a state of emergency Monday by executive order, freeing up $750,000 in state funds 
for water well testing and other purposes. These funds are in addition to the $500,000 in state emergency funds the 
Environment Department secured Friday. 

The EPA is testing private wells, at the request of owners, to ensure that water is safe for humans and livestock, said 
Jared Blumenfeld, a regional EPA administrator who oversees the Navajo Nation. 

“The Navajo Nation is very sparsely populated, so getting water in the best of times is difficult,” he said. 

The EPA has established a dozen monitoring stations between Farmington and Lake Powell in southern Utah to test 
water as the plume moves westward, Blumenfeld said. 

The leading edge of the plume was about eight miles west of Farmington on Tuesday afternoon, moving west at 3 to 
4 mph, he said. The water running through the area now appears clear compared to the garish orange stew it was a 
few days ago. 

“Although the Gold King mine spill’s heavy metals plume has mostly passed through the area, the sediments left 
behind are capable of influencing groundwater quality,” New Mexico Environment Secretary Ryan Flynn said 
Tuesday. 

“We are operating with an abundance of caution, on behalf of New Mexicans’ health and safety, by advising that no 
water from San Juan County’s domestic wells or from the Animas River be used for bathing, cooking, drinking, or for 
watering livestock or crops.” 

He said officials want to be certain that domestic well water is safe and that Animas River water is safe “before we 
would evaluate lifting our water quality safety precautions.” 

The Animas River flows into the San Juan River near Farmington, then flows west into Utah, joining the Colorado 
River at the north end of Lake Powell, a huge reservoir in southern Utah and northern Arizona. 

Albuquerque’s water supply is unaffected by the spill, officials said. 

News reports of the spill is hurting tourism throughout the area, including at Navajo Lake on the San Juan River, 

http://wvwv.abqjournal.com/627002/news/epa-apologizes-takes-responsibility-for-mine-spill.html 2/3 
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8/12/2015 


EPA ‘absolutely, deeplysorry 1 for mine spill | Albuquerque Journal News 

which is 35 miles upstream from the Animas River and is unaffected by contamination. 

“People are not calling, not booking,” said Larry Johnson, owner of the Soaring Eagle Lodge at Navajo Lake. “The 
fishing is fantastic.” 

Members of New Mexico’s congressional 
delegation announced Tuesday that EPA’s 
McCarthy agreed, at their request, to travel to 
New Mexico and personally view the Gold 
King mine spill and the damage it has 
caused. 

Also on Tuesday, New Mexico Sen. Martin 
Heinrich said he is involved in drafting 
legislation to fund cleanup of abandoned 
mines in Colorado to prevent future spills. 

Heinrich said he will “keep pushing the EPA 
until they make this right with the communities 
along the Animas River.” 

Mining companies today are responsible for 
clean up and restoration of mining sites, and 
most have to post a bond with the state in which 
National Monument. 

Old, abandoned mining sites, however, have a different history. 

“They patented federal land, got it for a song to be able to mine on it and they were profitable for many years,” 
Heinrich said, not referring specifically to the gold mine in Colorado. “When the profits ran out, typically what many 
did was, they used up the assets, declared bankruptcy and disappeared. So the public got left holding the bag.” 

The Associated Press and Journal staff writer Rick Nathanson contributed to this report. 



Despite clearer water, farmers, ranchers and homeowners such as ranch manager Bob 
Kinslow, above, are still wary about using water from the Animas River or any nearby 
wells. (Roberto E. RosalesVMbuquerque Journal) 


they operate, Heinrich said at a news conference at Petroglyph 


http://www.abqjournal.com/627002/news/epa-apologizes-takes-responsibility-for-mine-spill.html 
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Forecast (http://www.daity-times .com/farmington-weather) 


HOT TOPICS: Alternative water sources (http://www.dailv-times.com/four corners-news/ci 28623373/ranchers-farmers-look-alternative-water-sources-; 


Were you in an accident with an uninsured or underinsured motorist and covered under a Safeco Policy? 


CLICK HERE 


Were you in an accident with an uninsured or underinsured motorist and covered under a Safeco Policy? 

You Could Get Money from a Class Action Settlement 

www.Casad05Settlement.com 


EPA officials promise analysis of 
river contamination today 

Agency head: 'It pains me to see this happening' 

By James Fenton The Daily Times 

UPDATED: 08/11/2015 10:23:26 PM MDT 0 


From left, Environmental Protection Agency Region 6 Administrator Ron Curry, San Juan County 
Executive Officer Kim Carpenter and EPA Region 6 On-Scene Coordinator Mark Hayes speak on 
Tuesday before a public meeting at the Farmington Civic Center. (Jon Austria — The Daily Times) 
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In a 30 -minute media conference call Tuesday 
where follow-up questions were not allowed, 
EPA officials said testing results from samples of 
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polluted water spilled from the Gold King Mine 
north of Silverton, Colo., into the Animas and 
San Juan rivers would be released Wednesday. 

In her first public comments about the mine 
spill, EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy said 
from Washington, D.C., on Tuesday that the 
release of the mustard-colored wastewater 
containing arsenic, lead and other heavy metals 
was a "tragic and unfortunate incident." 

McCarthy said the EPA is taking responsibility 
and working to clean it up. 

"EPA is an agency whose core mission is 
ensuring a clean environment and protecting 
public health, so it pains me to see this 
happening," McCarthy said. "But we are 
working tirelessly to respond and have 
committed to a full review of exactly what 
happened to ensure it cannot happen again." 

David Ostrander, director of the EPA's 
emergency preparedness program, said during a 
media call Tuesday afternoon that EPA workers 
continue to treat mine wastewater in four 
retention ponds at the Colorado mine before 
releasing it into a tributary that feeds into the 
Animas River. Ostrander said that McCarthy 
will tour the mine and speak Wednesdayin 
Durango, Colo., and Farmington. 

Ostrander said analyses of water samples taken 
from the Animas River in Durango on Aug. 7, 8 
and 9 were being "validated." He said the water 
quality was returning to "pre-incident" levels in 
Durango, compared to samples taken before the 
toxic plume passed through the river. But when 
asked for details on what specific measurements 
officials were using to make that evaluation, the 
team provided no further details. 

In previous press briefings, EPA officials have 
confirmed that toxic sediment drops out of the 
plume as it moves, but have declined to 
speculate on what kind or level of pollution will 
remain. They have also said that the Animas 
River already has pollution from previous 
releases. 


Silverto n residents 
recons ider need for 
Superfund in light of spill 
(http://www.daHv- 
times.com/four corners- 
news/ci 28625241/silverton- 
residents-reconsider- 
need-superfund-liaht-spill? 
source=pkai 

Ran chers, farmers look for 
alternative water sources 
after Gold Kina Mine spill 
fhttp://www. daily- 
times. com/four corners- 
n ews/c i 2862337 3/ranch ers- 
farmers-look-alternative- 
water-sources-after-aold? 
source=pkqf 

What does the Gold Kina 

Mine spill mean for 

Farmington water users? 

fhttpV/www.dailv- 

times.com/four corners- 

news/ci 28623973/what- 

does-qold-kinq-mine-spill- 

mean-farminqton? 

source=pkal 

NMED test show little 

change in rivers' pH levels 

after Gold Kina Mine spill 

fhttp://www.dailv- 

times.com/farminqton- 

news/ci 28622146/nmed- 

tests-show-little-chanoe- 

rivsrs-ph-levels? 

source=pkat 
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EPA officials visitmouth of 
Gold King Mine north of 
Silverton. Colo. 
(http://www.daHy- 
times.com/four corners- 
news/ci 28618359/epa- 
officials-visit-mouth-gold- 
kinq-mine-north? 
source=pkq) 

Governor declares state of 
emergency in San Juan 
County over Gold Kina Mine 
spill fhttc://www .daily- 
times .com/four corners- 
news/ci 28615898/aovernor- 
declares-state-emeraencv- 
san-iuan-countv-over? 
source=pkol 

San Juan County residents 
express concerns over 
livestock, crops 
fhttp://www.dailv- 
times.com/four corners- 
news/ci 28615875/san- 
iuan-countv-residents- 
express-concerns -over- 
lives tock?source=pkat 
Navajo Nation Northern 
Agency chapters issue 
emergency declarations 
fhttpV/www.dailv- 
times.com/four corners- 
news/ci 28613354/navaio- 
nation-chapters-issue- 
emeraency-declaration? 
source=pkal 
Aztec implements water 
restrictions as everyone 
waits forte s t results 
fhttpV/www.daily- 
time s.com/four corners- 
news/ci 28613344/aztec- 
announces-staae-one- 
water-restrictions- 
re sidents?source=pkqt 

Plu me of toxic mine w aste 
reaches Utah 
thttp://www. daily- 
times. com/four corners- 
news/ci 2861 331 7/plume- 
toxic-mine-was te-re aches- 
utah?sou rce=p kg ) 
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Featured Businesses 

Crash Music (http://mylocal. daily- 
times. com/aztec-NM/art s-and- 
entertainment/musical-performers/Crash- 
Music-505-427-6748) 

Northern Edge Navajo Casino 
(http://mylocal.daily-times.com/fruitland- 
NM/recreation/casinos/Northern-Edge- 
Navajo-Casino-505-960-7000) 

Stanley Steemer (http://mylocai.daNy- 
times.com/albuquerque-NM/services/carpet- 
and-upholstery-cleaning/Stanley-Steemer- 
800-783-3637) 

Four Corners Good Samaritan 
(http://mylocal. daily- 
times. com/home/271 93629) 

Cortez Rendea/ous Hot Air Balloon Rally 
(http://mylocal.daily-times.com/cortez- 
CO/arts-and-entertainment/events/Cortez- 
Rendezvous- Hot-Air-Balloon-Rally-505-977- 
2679) 
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County officials contin ue to 
handle toxic waste plume 
fhttp://www.dailv- 
Bmes.com/four corn e rs - 
news/ci 28613676/navaio- 
nation-san-iua n-co untv- 
officials-continue-handle? 
source=pkai 

• ERA savs 3 million gallons 
of contaminated water 
released into An im a s River 
fhttp://www.dailv- 
times.com/four corners- 
news/ci 28611665/epa- 
now~savs-3-million- 
qalloris contaminated- 
water?source=pkqf 

Aug 8: 

• Navajo Nation President 
Russell Beqave to declare 
state of emergency 
(http://www.dailv- 
times.com/four corners- 
news/ci 28609880/navaio- 
nation-president-russell- 
beaave-declare-state- 
etnergency?source=pka) 

■ Gov. Martinez tours toxic 
plume in Animas River 
fhttp://www.dailv- 
times.com/four corners- 
news/ci 286091 19/oov- 
martinez-tours-toxic-plume- 
animas-riv3r?source=pkat 

• Questions remain as toxic 
mine contamination flows 
through San Juan County 
fhttp://www.daiiv- 
times.com/four corners- 
news/ci 28608042/new- 
mexico-pians-sue-eoa- 
o\er-mine-spill? 
source=pkqf 

• Mine waste in Animas 
River reaches Farmington 
fhttp://www.dailv- 
times.com/four corners- 
news/ci 28605985/mine- 
waste-animas-river- 
reaches-farminaton? 
source=pkat 

Aug 7: 

• Access to Animas River 
closed after Gold Kina Mine 
spills toxic metals into 
water fhttp://www .daily- 
times .com/four corners- 
news/ci 28601 678/officials- 
declare-state-emeraencv- 
close-animas-river-san? 
source=pkq| 

• Residents asked not to 
use well water from 
Animas. San Juan rivers 
fhttp://www.dailv- 
times.com/four corners- 
news/ci 28601 672/residents- 
asked-not-use-well-water- 
from-animas?source=pkq) 

• Officials: EPAmishandled 
Silverton mine pollution 
discharge l http ://www .daily- 
times com/four corners- 
news/ci 28602037/officials- 
epa-mishandled-silverton- 
mine-pollution-discharoe? 
source=pko) 

Aug 6: 

• Colorado mine spills 
pollution into Animas River 
(http://www.dailv- 

ti m e s . c 0 m /farminoton- 
news/ci 2859610 1 /oold- 
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The New Mexico Environment Department's Water Quality Bureau released results Tuesday 
(https: //www. env.11m.gov/riverwatersa fetv/documents/lto811NM EDAnaIvsisofEPAData.pdf) 
that showed the plume of toxic mine waste caused little to no change in the Animas and San 
Juan rivers' pH levels. 

Before the plume arrived in Farmington, the bureau collected baseline data from three 
locations — two on the Animas River near Aztec and Farmington and one on the San Juan in 
Kirtland. The pH level before the plume arrived in Farmington was about 8.06. After the plume 
passed through the city, the pH ranged between 7.84 and 8.08 at those locations, according to 
the department. 

The bureau on Friday started testing pH levels at the three sites every 15 minutes and will 
continue for a two-week period. 

In a public meeting at the Farmington Civic Center Tuesday evening, Dennis McQuillan, a 
hydrologist with the state Environment Department, shared news about private domestic water 
wells, stating the department has tested about 40 wells located about 500 feet from the Animas 
River valley. 

Water samples from the wells were sent to a laboratory in Albuquerque, and results are 
expected in about three days. 

In areas where the water level of the private wells was measured and compared to the Animas 
River, McQuillan said the groundwater was about two feet higher than the river, and 
groundwater was discharging into the river, protecting the well. 

He also said the state Environment Department received about 420 samples Tuesday at the 
water testing station at the San Juan County Sheriffs Office substation in Lee Acres in 
Farmington. 

Also at the Civic Center meeting, EPA Region 6 Administrator Ron Curry stressed the agency's 
commitment to the affected areas. 

"We are doubly committed to getting the solutions that make this community feel safe and 
comfortable in your homes and on the farms," Curry said. 

He announced a toll-free number — 1-844-607-9700 — operated by EPA staff who speak 
English, Spanish and Navajo who can answer questions related to the contaminated water. 

Curry said four teams of EPA workers tested 14 water wells in the area on Monday and three 
more on Tuesday. 

Jared Blumenfeld, administrator for EPA's Region 9, said the agency is making efforts to assist 
people who rely on well water. 

"We've now contacted about 75 percent of the Navajo (people) who take their water from 
private wells along the San Juan River," he said. 

Because of requests the EPA had received from the Lake Powell area, Blumenfeld said the 
agency established 12 monitoring stations along the San Juan River between Lake Powell and 
Farmington. 

Also on Tuesday, Sharon Wirth, a Santa Fe-based Audubon New Mexico 
(http: //nm. a udubon.org /) freshwater program manager who has 15 years of experience in 
environmental assessment and cleanup, said toxic pollution from the mine spill poses health 
dangers that have the potential to linger for decades. 

"We will likely be witnessing the long-term, negative effects of this spill for decades to come, 
the full extent of which is still a big unknown," Wirth said. "This spill highlights the 
vulnerability of our river ecosystems and communities that depend on healthy rivers and the 
very real risks they face when that health is imperiled." 

Late on Tuesday, San Juan County CEO Kim Carpenter said that after returning from a 
flyover of the Colorado mine, the Animas River appeared to be turning a strange shade of 
green. 

"It's inexplicable. It really is," Carpenter said in a phone interview. "It's coming this direction." 
Colorado environment department officials could not be reached for comment late Tuesday. 
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State Attorney General Hector Balderas, Farmington Mayor Tommy Roberts, Aztec Mayor 
Sally Burbridge, Bloomfield Mayor Scott Eckstein and San Juan County officials will address 
the mine spill at 11:30 a.m. Wednesday at the entrance to Berg Park, near San Juan Boulevard 
and Scott Avenue in Farmington. 

Then, at 2 p.m., Balderas will also speak with Colorado Attorney General Cynthia Coffman and 
Utah Attorney General Sean Reyes at Rotary Park in Durango. 

Ostrander said that updates on water testing will be posted at epa.gov/goldkingmine 

(http : / /www2.epa. gov /goldkinemine) . 


Reporters Joshua Kellogg and Noel Lyn Smith contributed to this story. 


James Fenton is the business editor of The Daily Times. He can be reached at 505 - 564-4621 
and ifent on(a)daily -t imes.com ( mailto:ifentonCdjdcdhi-times.com ) . Follow him Cdifentondt 
( http://www.twitter.com/fentondt ) on Twitter. 
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EPA Chief Apologizes For Huge 
Colorado Mine Spill 

The leak released lead, arsenic, cadmium and other dangerous 
contaminants into waterways. 



Kate Sheppard 

Senior re porter/Environment and energy editor, The Huffington Fbst 


Posted: 08/1 1/201 5 06:54 PM EOT j Edited: 08/1 1/2015 06:57 PM EOT 



WASHINGTON — The head of the Environmental Protection Agency was remorseful Tuesday 
after an EPA safety team accidentally caused 3 million gallons of wastewater to spill from an 
abandoned mine in Colorado, turning a major waterway a bilious yellow hue. 

"This is a tragic and unfortunate incident, and EPA is taking responsibility to ensure that it is 
cleaned up," said EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy. "The most important thing throughout 
this is ensuring the health and safety of the residents and visitors near the river. " 

"EPA is an agency whose core mission is ensuring a clean environment and protecting public 
health, so it pains me to see this happening,” she continued. 

The Aug. 5 spill released lead, arsenic, cadmium and other dangerous contaminants from the 
former Gold King Mine site into a creek that flows into the Animas River. That river flows into 
the San Juan River and down through New Mexico, raising concerns about downstream 
pollution. 

The EPA was at the site investigating ongoing water releases from mines in the area and 
assessing whether it could take additional remediation measures. The agency said the team at 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/epa-colorado-mine_55ca70c9e4b0f73b20bb08a3 
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EPA Chief Apologizes For Huge Colorado Mine Spill 


the site misjudged the pressure that had built up at the entrance of the mine. 


The Gold King Mine has been out of use since 1923, and is one of thousands of abandoned 
mine sites across the country. There are 22,000 abandoned sites in Colorado alone, local NPR 
affiliate KI NG reported. For many of these mines, the previous owners are long gone, leaving 
the EPA on the hook for cleanup and spill prevention. 


an hour ago htiliinmonposl c on i API 

Forex Lauren Weber Lauren Weber 
The Morning Email 


Someone at the agency clearly screwed up here, which has led to lots of public outcry in the 
region ta rgeted at the EPA, and to the administrator's contrition Tuesday. But as others have 
pointed out, there are various reasons cleanup at this and other sites has been complicated. 


Cameraman Breaks Silence 


As the Durango Herald has reported, the EPA wanted to declare abandoned mines around the 
region a Superfund site, which would increase the amount of funds available for cleanup. But 
residents and government officials in the area pushed back because they were worried about 
the impact a Superfund declaration would have on tourism. 


EPA and local officials recently reached an agreement that the agency would work on cleaning 
up the ongoing pollution from the mines without declaring a Superfund site, which is what 
prompted the work that led to last week's accident. McCarthy said Tuesday that the incident 
occurred "when one of our contracting teams was using heavy equipment to enter the Gold 
King Mine ... to begin the process of pumping and treating the contaminated water inside." 


2 months 


(A OP steve irwins death 


[he 'Real' North Korea 


The Denver Post has also reported on another issue that has hindered cleanup at mine sites in 
the state: concerns about liability in the event of an accident. Because of the current 
interpretation of the Clean Water Act, environmental groups and state governments have 
feared taking on cleanup because they could be held liable for costs if something goes wrong. 
The EPA moved to reduce the legal liability in 2012, and Colorado's congressional delegation 
has sought to amend the Clean Water Act to make it easier for third-party' "Good Samaritans" 
to help with cleanup. But those legislative efforts have not been successful so far. 


James Cave North Korea 


McCarthy plans to travel to Colorado and New Mexico on Wednesday to inspect response 
efforts, where she'll likely get an earful from residents. 


MORE: Colorado, Mine, Mining, Environmental Protection Agency, EPA, Gina McCarthy 
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69 Comments 


Add a comment. 


Jim Duval ■ Classified at NSA - National Security Agency 

Cooler heads recognize this disaster might be the best thing that ever happened to the 
Animas river. Instead of abandoned mines leaking acidic waste bearing heavy metals 
SLOWLY for the next 1 00 years, the disaster will likely spur a Superfund cleanup of the 
mines, remediation, and water treatment / metal precipitation ponds that will remove the 
heavy metals that leach from the abandoned mines and tailing piles. The upper 
Animas, which has been ''dead," meaning no fish for over 100 years, may eventually 
recover once the "spigot" of poison is finally turned off. Yes, an additional load of 
hea... See More 

Like ■ Reply ■ <£j 36 - 13 hrs 
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EPA Chief Apologizes For Huge Colorado Mine Spill 

utuuuia rtiiutibun ■ ontet executive wince! at oen-empiuyeu 

' • 1 live in the Four Corners, the Animas ends at the San Juan River, 3 miles 

upstream from me, that river is the south property line for my house. I hope 
every word you said becomes truth. Well thought out and well spoken sir. 

Like ■ Reply ■£} 5 - 1 1 hrs 

jj§§§ Steve Paris ■ Fisherman at Self Unemployed Inc 

SB Claudia Anderson Sorry this has happened in your back yard. San Juan River 
is on my list as a must do. Now it'll have to be put off for a long time 

Like - Reply • 1 1 hrs 

Glenn Heilenman • Drexel University 

One giant release is the opposite of dilution is the solution to pollution. 

Like Reply 1 1 hrs 

Show 2 more replies in this thread 


E ’" Mark Gouthro Cedar Rapids. Iowa 

A Congratulations America, you get what you pay for. After years of conservatives trying 
to kill the EPA, this is what you get. 

Like - Reply - 630-13 hrs 



Harrison Fairfax ■ Works at Being Retired 

This problem pre- dates the EPA by decades and they can only attempt to 
work within the limitations set by Congress. It's easy to blame the EPA; it's 
easy to blame the long gone mine owners; the real blame might be best put on 
the various elected officials who look the other way and hope the problems 
won't be discovered. 


Like - Reply • 6 15 - 13 hrs 



Steven Hatfield 

I can't tell if you're saying it's their fault because they've been trying to kill it or 
that this happened because they failed at killing it. 


Like - Reply -6 2 - 13 hrs 

a Albert Johnsen • Miami Beach, Florida 

Mark Goithro, we may find a Bush appointee who burrowed in had a hand in 
this mess. Similar to Lois Lerner at the IRS. She burrowed in and then was 
tasked to go after the Tea Party to smooth the way for Jeb Bush. A true double 
header because Democrats got blamed. The Tea Party won't go for Jeb Bush I 
don't think. 


Like - Reply - A 1 - 11 hrs 


Show 9 more replies in this thread 



Ron Ranft ■ California State University, Dominguez Hills 

Yes, let's blame the EPA. Don't blame the residents, the Chamber of Commerce, the 
town councils who fought for decades to keep the EPA from declaring this a superfund 
site and getting it cleaned up because everyone in the area didn't want the tourists to 
knowjust howpolluted this area was because they made money off ofthe scenery. 
The only thing that has happened is the pollution is nowin plain view of everyone 
rather than hidden. This is yet another example of why humans are a dead end 
species. They are told over and over what the consequences will be and yet they 
ignore it until the consequences happen. 


Like - Reply - 6 19 - 12 hrs 



Albert Johnsen ■ Miami Beach, Florida 

Don't blame the republican Colorado congressman who also tried to browbeat 
some military generals to quit and teach Obama a lesson. "Go out in a blaze of 
giory" he told generals during a time of war with ISIS. That will teach Obama. I 
wish I remembered that losers name. 


Like ■ Reply -6 2 - 12 hrs 



Claudia Anderson • Chief Executive Officer at Seif-Employed 
Albert Johnsen Scott Tipton 


Like - Reply -6 2 - 11 hrs 
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EPA Chief Apologizes For Huge Colorado Mine Spill 



James Massey 

Albert Johnsen. Obama was firing all of the flag officers he didn't like anyway. 


Like ■ Reply ■ 10 hrs 



Jeff Cusick ■ University of North Texas 

For the anti-EPA stooges who believe the mine was harmless until the EPA got 
involved, an August 10, 2015 New York Times article reports this mine has leaked toxic 
water at a rate of 50 to 250 gallons a minute, and the EPA was working on trying to 
stop that spill. It also reports the owner of the mine, Todd Hennis, who coincidentially is 
republican, blames the spill on another mining company, Sunnyside Gold Corporation, 
(Kingross) which built retention walls inside an abandoned mine adjacent to Gold King 
Mine and once water filled up in that mine it spilled into the Gold King and then into the 
Animas. And of course all the players in this game donate money to a PAC named 
Minepac, which donates heavily to republican causes. 


Like ■ Reply £} 16- 12 hrs 


Dave Mikulec ■ Works at Occupation: Nerd 
Have a link to the Times article? 

Like - Reply • 11 hrs 

Tom Benson ■ Owner at Farm Table 

Dave Mikulec you need a link? you don't have google? 

Like - Reply • 6 3 - 1 1 hrs 
Sara Anderson 

$25/h r paviv^ ^dv by Google, I am making a good salary from home $1000- 
$1500/week , which is amazing, under a year ago I was jobless in a horrible 
economy. I thank God every day I was blessed with these instructions and now 
it’s my duty to pay it forward and share it with Everyone, Here is I started 


==== www.Jobs24th.comONLY 
remove ONLY 

Like • Reply - 10 hrs 

Show 1 more reply in this thread 



Brian Fejer ■ University of New Mexico 

Yet the Grand Old White Party insists that ’human activity’ doesn't impact this glorious 
creation? #NotAScientist 


Like ■ Reply ■ A 8 - 13 hrs 


Dan Bynum ■ Owner at DBtv, LLC 

Mark Medina republicon willful ignorance is destroying America. 

Like - Reply - 6 1 • 11 hrs 

Nicholas Morris ■ Grocery Clerk at Kroger 

Dan Bynum So, it was a Republican and not an Obama appointee heading the 
EPA when this happened? Fascinating. 

Like - Reply - £? 1 11 hrs 

Samuel Cooper ■ St. Edward's University 
That is offensive; everything is not about race. 

Like - Reply - 11 hrs 


Show 3 more replies in this thread 


|HH| Rick Boothby ■ Partner at Bowles Rice LLP 

:J , A democrat is in the White House: here's why it's not the administration fault. A 

republican is in the White House with the same facts: republicans hate the earth and 
want to kill babies and kittens. 

Like - Reply - tb 7 - 12 hrs 

•* Jeff Cusick - University of North Texas 

Or. at least in this case, the mining companies involved, both owned by 
republicans, are letting the EPA clean up their mess. Even the Gold King Mine 
owner, Todd Hennis, is saying the pressure build-up in the mine is most likely 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/epa-colorado-mine_55ca70c9e4b0f73b20bb08a3 
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8/12/2015 


EPA Chief Apologizes For Huge Colorado Mine Spill 

the fault of the neighboring mine owners, Kinross, as they built retaining walls 
inside the mine cleaning up their own mess. Republicans don't hate the earth, 
they simply choose to disregard the effects of pollution in cases exactly like 
this one. 

Like ■ Reply - 6 1 • 12 hrs 

UPPI Rick Boothby ■ Partner at Bowles Rice LLP 

IHj Exactly what democrats — largely bought by the same corporate interest — have 
done for a very long time. My point was that the apologists come out of the 
woodwork for a democrat administration but have the opposite reaction with a 
republican administration. 

Like ■ Reply-6 1 - 12 hrs 


regulations on pollutors. Nor was it Democrats that reversed the Superfund 
program that required pollutors to pay for own cleanups. It's Republicans 
behind each and every single one of such efforts. 

Like - Reply - 64 - 11 hrs 
Show 3 more replies in this thread 


j§» 




Elle Newman ■ San Diego, California 

Rick Boothbv Sorrv, it isn't Democrats trvina to kill the EPA and eliminate 



Don West ■ Iowa State University 
What will the EPA fine be? 

Like - Reply - 66 - 14 hrs 


1 Will Kraft ■ Birmingham, Alabama 

fill The mining company that left all that mess behind should foot the bill. 

Like - Reply -6 22 - 13 hrs 
Roland W Drake ■ Magnolia, Texas 

Will Kraft Why? The mining company secured the waste water in place, it was 
the EPA who let it loose due to typical government screw ups. I'm waiting to 
see how large a fine will be assesed on the EPA. The fine should be paid out 
of their operating budget. As far as the EPS cleaning up the mess that also 
should come out of their operating budget but I'm sure the taxpayers will get 
stuck with that bill and no one will lose their job. 

Like - Reply - 6 10-13 hrs 
Vivian Dennard 

The mining company and the county should share the blame. The county 
opted out of the EPA super lean fund because it would mean the death 
sentence for the tourist industry. How long has this and other mines been 
neglected by the owners, counties end state? How many abandoned mines 
are filled with toxic waste. But no we decide to blame the EPA when they 
attempted to fix leaks from these mines. 

Like - Reply - 6 7 - 13 hrs 


Show 10 more replies in this thread 


Sheila Karlson 

|H3gi Yes, this is terrible. I only wish that people would get this angry about those who pollute 
the water and air every day and get away with it. Humans make mistakes and this is a 
dilly, but please let us focus on the mining operations, the industrial operations and 
others who ignore rules and dump toxins in our environment with abandon. We just do 
not know about all of it. The EPA protects us from a lot of it, so please do not get so 
tied in knots about this horrible mistake. The gold mining industry created the mess in 
the first place and then they leave it to others to clean it up. 

Like - Reply - 65 - 12 hrs 

' David Rich ■ Charlotte, North Carolina 

r, L 

s ' . ■ basically agree, the issue is with those that left the mess and the laws that 

allowed them to. hopefully the agency learns from their mistake and make sure 
it never happens again. 

Like - Reply - 9 hrs 

r jMNfc« 
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EPA Chief Apologizes For Huge Colorado Mine Spill 


I am sure this spill will have long term catosophic damage to both wild life and humans 
unlike the bp ocean spill. Rivers do not have the natural filtering ocean have. 

Like ■ Reply - dh 4 - 13 hrs 


Julie Moilering Beisha 

1 You're exactly correct! We need honesty from the government and the EPA 
about this situation. NO MORE LIES! 

Like - Reply - ij 1 - 12 hrs 

John Alien Shaw ■ Tax Accountant at Hilburn & Shaw, LLC 
Julie Moilering Beisha you're an idiot 

Like - Reply - 1 1 hrs 

Dan Bynum ■ Owner at DBtv, LLC 

The BP spill is still catastophically killing sea life. 

Like - Reply - 15 2 - 1 1 hrs 



Peter Haddad ■ Huntington Beach, California 
"I'm from the Government and I am here to help"... 


Scariest sentence there is just proven true... 

Like - Reply • d? 10 - 13 hrs 

Jack Bond 

What are you five? Get therapy and an education, you desperately need both. 

Like - Reply -A 11 -13 hrs 

Peter Haddad ■ Huntington Beach, California 
8 ? You mean like a re-education camp? So I can learn revisionist history and 
learn to walk in step? 

Remember when the Weathermen Underground suggested that? Funny how 
some of those crazy nuts are now friends of Barry... 

Like - Reply - 16 9 - 13 hrs 

Emily DeJan ■ UICC 

Really? You're quoting that idiot, Ronald Reagan, who started the great 
American downslide into disaster? Get a clue. 

Like - Reply -16 6 ■ 12 hrs 
Show 6 more replies in this thread 
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EPA Chief Apologizes for Colorado Mine Spill 


^NEWS 


EPA Chief Gina McCarthy 'Deeply Sorry' for Colorado 
Mine Spill 

By MARGARET CHADBOURN 


The head of the Environmental Protection Agency . Gina McCarthy, responded today to criticism that her agency 
moved too slowly in alerting the public about the 3 million gallons of mine waste that has contaminated a 
Colorado river, saying the lag time is mainly due to the cautious nature of the govemment???s efforts. 

McCarthy said she is ???deeply sorry??? and it ???pains me to no end??? to see the orange- colored toxic 
stream unleashed in the West. Calling the spill a ???tragic and unfortunate accident,??? she took full responsibility 
for the waste oozing from an abandoned mine into the Animas River. 

???We are going to move as quickly as we can,??? she told reporters following a speech in Washington, D.C., 
and said that her agency is working around the clock with a team of scientists and researchers to contain the spl 
and prevent the mine waste from moving further downstream 

???It does take time to review and analyze data,??? McCarthy said. ???As far as I know, we have been thankful 
that there is no reported cases of anyone???s health being compromised.??? 

The important thing, she said, ???is ensuring the health and safety of the residents??? and she emphasized the 
EPA is committed to helping residents in the region In response to the ???unfortunate accident,??? McCarthy 
said the EPA has developed and ???deployed the full depth and breadth of the agency, as well as partners on 
the ground.??? 

Additionally, the EPA is seeing a ???downward trajectory??? of the contamination levels and it has put together 
a unified command center in Durango, and a post in Washington, D C ., to unify state and federal workers 
responding to the spill 

???We???re trying to be as cautious as we can and prudent,??? McCarthy said. ???EPA???s core mission is to 
ensure a clean environment and to protect public health, so it pains me to no end to see this is happening.??? 

The EPA is working to protect the public water supply and is bringing in private water as it is needed, including 
bottled water deliveries. McCarthy said the Animas River is unlikely to re-open immediately for recreational use, 
and is mostly off-limits for kayakers and those that often access the waterway. 

???We are not going to take risks, we know there is responsibility here,??? McCarthy said. ???We???re 
working tirelessly to respond, and we???ve committed to a full review of exactly what happened, to ensure that it 
can never happen again" 
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EPA's McCarthy: Contaminated water from Colorado mine 
will spread 


Published August 11, 2015 867 776 3712 

FoxNews.com 



NOW PLAYING 

New Me xico governor slams EPA over toxic mine spill 

EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy warned Tuesday that millions of gallons of contaminated water from a Colorado mine now 
surging along Colorado's Animas River could eventually impact Mexico, Utah and the Navajo nation. 

McCarthy also told a press conference the agency is still trying to determine how it accidentally unleashed the wastewater into 
the river and vowed to use the “full breadth of the agency” to clean up the mess. 

“We’re working around the clock,” McCarthy said. “It pains me to no end to see this happening." 


"It pains me to no end to see this happening.” 


- EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy 


She also said there have so far been no reports of illness as a result of the spill, which occurred last week. 
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EPA's McCarthy: Contaminated water from Colorado mine will spread | Fox News 
l he spill occurred while an tPA crew, using heavy equipment, was working with federal and contract workers, to inspect the 
abandoned mine near Silverton, Colorado. 


McCarthy said the response includes diverting water, treating it to remove metals, setting up command centers and providing 
alternative water supplies. 


She also said she has been in touch with state, congressional and White House 
officials and promised “a full review of exactly what happened to ensure it will never 
happen again.” 

Tuesday marks the first day people affected by the spill can file claims with the 
Environmental Protection Agency. 

The agency estimates more than 3 
million gallons of sludge laden with lead, 
arsenic and other heavy metals has 
already flowed at least 100 miles 
downstream to New Mexico. 

Communities and farmers along the 
Animas and San Juan rivers were 
forced to stop using river water, and it 
was unclear when it will be safe to 

resume irrigating. 

Colorado Gov. John Hickenlooper 
began his visit to the scene Tuesday 

with a tour of a fish hatchery in the southwestern city of Durango. 


Related Image 



FILE: Aug. 6, 2015: Kayakerin the Animas River near 
Durango, Colo., in water colored yellow from a mine 
waste spill. (AP) 


Related Image 


Spill infects Colorado river 

A sludge containing lead and arsenic from an asandor 
mine has leaking into the Animas river. The EPA has v 
people to stay out of the river and to keep domestic an 
from dnnking from it 

e 




Cages have been placed in the river to catch fish and measure any effects on them from the spill. 

Hickenlooper issued a disaster declaration for the area Monday, releasing $500,000 to assist affected businesses and towns. 


The Associated Press contributed to this report. 
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Local anger swells at EPA over toxic gold mine spill in Animas Ri\«r | Environment! The Guardian 
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Local anger swells at EPA over toxic gold 
mine spill in Animas River 

Townspeople demand explanation over long-term effects of 3m gallons of waste to water supply, as 
Colorado and New Mexico make disaster declarations 

Caty Enders and Associated Press 
Tuesday 1 1 August2015 16.13 EDT 

Townspeople watching millions of gallons of orange- colored mine waste flow through their 
communities demanded clarity on Tuesday about possible long-term threats to their water supply. 

Colorado and New Mexico made disaster declarations for stretches of the Animas and San Juan rivers 
and the Navajo Nation declared an emergency as the toxic waste spread downstream toward Lake 
Powell in Utah. 

EPA workers accidentally unleashed an estimated 3m gallons (11.36m liters) of mine waste, including 
high concentrations of arsenic, lead and other heavy metals, as they inspected the long- abandoned 
Gold King mine near Silverton, Colorado, on 5 August. 

EPA administrator Gina McCarthy said on Tuesday in Washington DC that she takes full 
responsibility for the spill, which she said “pains me to no end”. She said the agency is working around 
the clock to assess the environmental impact. 

EPA officials said the shocking orange plume has already dissipated and that the leading edge of the 
contamination cannot be seen in the downstream stretches of the San Juan River or Lake Powell. 

But that has done little to ease concerns or quell anger. 

The Navajos, whose nation covers parts of New Mexico, Utah and Arizona, shut down water intake 
systems and stopped diverting water from the San Juan River. Frustrated tribal council members 
echoed the sentiment of state officials, insisting that the federal government be held accountable. 

The attorney generals of Utah, New Mexico and Colorado have been coordinating a response to 
protect their citizens and ensure “whatever remediation is necessary occurs as quickly as possible”, 
Utah attorney General Sean Reyes said in a statement. 

Utah governor Gary Herbert expressed disappointment with the EPA’s initial handling of the spill, 
but said the state has no plans for legal action. New Mexico governor Susana Martinez, however, said 
she would not take anything off the table and that the EPA should be held to the same standards as 
industry. 

“Right now we have people preparing for a lawsuit if that is what we need to do,” she said in a 

http://www.theg uardian.com/environment/2015/aug/11/animas-ri\«r-spill-epa-anger 1/3 
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Tuesday television interview. 

On a conference call late Tuesday, David Ostrander, director of the EPA’s emergency response 
program said the water quality level is back to “pre- incident levels” around and above Durango. He 
attributed elevated levels of heavy metals to discharges from mines long before the most recent 
incident. 

“There are many other mines that are discharging acid mine drainage right now, and the post- 
blowout on this particular mine is flow at about 500-700 gallons per minute,” he said. 

Dan Olson of the San Juan Citizens Alliance said that the announcement was positive but insufficient: 
“That is really good news that we know that the initial plume has passed. However as a community 
we still have so many questions that have not been answered. Namely, what was the deposition left 
behind? And what are the potential health ramifications?” 

Jen Pelz of conservation group Wildearth Guardians questioned why EPA was reporting on testing 
results only in Durango. 

“I would think they would need to do water- quality measuring throughout the San Juan and the 
Animas,” Pelz said. “As you get downstream, there have been no releases like 3m gallons rushing 
downstream. Even the Animas river was developing a recovering fishery.” 

Pelz said the habitat will feel the bioaccumulation of mining toxins for years to come. 

“Birds eat the fish and it’s eventually going to get to them,” said Pelz. “It may not be next year, but it 
may be the following year that mallards and water birds might show mortality effects and effects on 
their eggs. The reality is that there are going to be a lot of long-term health effects that everyone is 
discounting at the moment from this contamination.” 

Jared Blumenfeld, an EPA administrator for the Navajo Nation said that efforts to contact the Navajo 
residents were ongoing: 

“We’ve now contacted about 75% of the Navajo who take their water from private wells along the San 
Juan River, ” said Blumenfeld 

Colorado governor John Hickenlooper spent Tuesday visiting a contaminated stretch of river. 

The EPA has said the current flows too fast for the contaminants to pose an immediate health threat, 
and that the heavy metals will likely be diluted over time so that they don’t pose a longer-term 
threat, either. 

Still, as a precautionary measure, the agency said stretches of the rivers would be closed for drinking 
water, recreation and other uses at least through 17 August. 

Dissolved iron is what turned the waste plume an alarming orange-yellow, a color familiar to old-time 
miners who call it “yellow boy”. 

“The water appears worse aesthetically than it actually is, in terms of health,” said Ron Cohen, a civil 
and environmental engineering professor at the Colorado School of Mines. 


http://www.theg uardi an.com/environme nt/2015/aug/11/animas-ri\«r-spill-epa-anger 
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Tests show some of the metals have settled to the bottom and would dissolve only if conditions 
became acidic, which Cohen said isn’t likely. He advises leaving the metals where they settle, and 
counting on next spring’s mountain snowmelt to dilute them more and flush them downstream. 

No die-off of wildlife along the river has been detected. Federal officials say all but one of a test batch 
of fingerling trout deliberately exposed to the water survived over the weekend. 

As a precaution, state and federal officials ordered public water systems to turn off intake valves as 
the plume passes. Boaters and fishing groups have been told to avoid affected stretches of the Animas 
and San Juan rivers, which are usually crowded with rafters and anglers in a normal summer. 

Farmers also have been forced to stop irrigating, endangering their crops, and recreational businesses 
report losing thousands of dollars. 

The Associated Press contributed to this report 
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EPA head to visit Durango to observe river cleanup 



EPAhead to visit Durango to observe river cleanup. 9NEWS at 6 p.m. 8/11/2015 KUSA 


Blair Shiff and Associated Press, news source 6:23 p.m. MDT August 11, 2015 


DURANGO - The administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency will visit Durango Wednesday to 
observe the response efforts of crews working to cleanup last week's mine waste spill that turned the Animas 
River green, sparking an emergency declaration in two states. 

The EPA’s Gina McCarthy will also visit Farmington, New Mexico, where she will meet with local officials and 
community members. 

Earlier Tuesday, she said "it pains me to no end" to see 3 million gallons of mine waste spill into the Animas 
River after a breach by EPA crews trying to inspect the abandoned Gold King Mine near Silverton. 

Colorado Gov. John Hickenlooper visited the area Tuesday. He said that much of the wastewater has been plugged up, but the state and the 
Environmental Protection Agency need to speed up work to identify the most dangerous areas and clean them up. 

The former geologist says that if there's a "silver lining" to the disaster, it will be a new relationship between the state and the EPA to solve the problem. 

McCarthy took full responsibility for the spill and said the EPA is working around the clock to assess the environmental impact. 

The mine waste contains arsenic, lead and other heavy metals and has flowed at least 100 miles downstream to New Mexico. 

Davis Filfred, a Navajo Nation Council delegate, says residents on the reservation near the Four Corners area who depend on drinking water from a 
river contaminated by mine waste have 90 days' worth of water in reserve. 

Filfred said Tuesday in Utah that he doesn't know how long the reservation could truck in water and that farmers depend on the San Juan River to 
irrigate about 30,000 acres of crops. 

Communities along the Animas and San Juan rivers in Colorado, New Mexico and Utah have been forced to stop using river water after 3 million gallons 
of wastewater spilled from an old Colorado mine. 



(Photo: Maya Rodriguez/9NEWS) 
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Filfred said the tribe is frustrated by a lack of information from the federal government about whether the pollutants are harmful to humans and 
livestock. 

McCarthy called the spill tragic and said the agency's commitment is to "get this right and protect public health." 

Tuesday marks the first day people affected by a Colorado mine spill can file claims with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 

The agency accidentally unleashed the contaminated wastewater last week as federal and contract workers inspected the abandoned mine near 
Silverton, Colorado. The agency estimates more than 3 million gallons of sludge laden with lead, arsenic and other heavy metals flowed at least 100 
miles downstream to New Mexico. 

Communities and farmers along the Animas and San Juan rivers were forced to stop using river water, and it's unclear when it will be safe to resume 
irrigating. 

The EPAsays it's committed to taking responsibility for the spill and effects to downstream communities. 

Hickenlooper visited a stretch of river contaminated by yellow wastewater that spilled from an abandoned mine. 

Hickenlooper began his visit Tuesday with a tour of a fish hatchery in the southwestern city of Durango. Cages have been placed in the Animas River 
there to catch fish and measure any effects on them from the spill. So far, officials say they see no problems. 

Hickenlooper issued a disaster declaration for the area Monday, releasing $500,000 to assist businesses and towns affected after a federal mine 
cleanup operation released millions of gallons of sludge containing heavy metals, including lead and arsenic. 


flNFWS 

C o ntaminate d r iver remai n s c l o se d indefi n itely 

(.ht4rl(iviv\vJiji e\v s.conv'stQj^aKmdQm]Z2Q15At8rdi)/aiiiim.s- ri v cr-wi tst c\va ler- s pill-epa /3144 200 9/) 

Stretches of the Animas River and the San Juan River it flows into have also been declared disaster areas (/story/news/local/201 5/08/10/animas-river- 
wastewater-spill-epa/31, 4 42QQ9/) in New Mexico. 

(KUSA-TV© 2015 KUSAwith The Associated Press) 

Read or Share this story: http://on9news.tv/1NnLJoO 
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Coroner: Elderly woman 
drowned in creek near 
Longmont 


( /story/news/local/201 5/08/1 1/longmonl- 


creek- 


drowniiig-left- 
hand/3 15042 111 ) 

(/story /news /local/201 5/08/1 1/longmont-c.reek 
drowning-left-hand/3 15042 17/) 
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EPA Chief Apologizes as Anger Mounts - WSJ 
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Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Gina McCarthy PHOTO: ANDREW HARN IK/ASSOCIATED PRESS 

By AMY PtARBERind DAN FR0SCft 
ypdited Agg. 11, 2015 11:05 p.m. ET 


Environ men til- Protection Agency Administrator Qjn a McCarthy apol-ogjzed T gesday 
for a mine spill- jn Colorado that her agency cagsed last week and pl-anned to travel- to 
thearea Wednesday, amjd increasing criticism from l-awmakersabogt the EPA’s 


response. 


Ms. McCarthy sajd at a news conference jn Washington that she wasstjlil-earnjng abogt 
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EPA Chief Apologizes as Anger Mounts - WSJ 

wf at happened, responding to i qqestjon aboqt wtietfier ttie EPA was revjewjng 
changes jn f ow jt cleans 14 p old mines. “ i don’t f ivei com pl-ete qnderstandjng of 
a n y tfi j n g tti at went on jn there,” sf esijd. “if tf ere jssometf jng tfiat went wrong, we 
want to make S 14 re jt never goes wrong again.” 

Sen. Cory Qardner (R., Colo.) sijd jn an interview T qesdiy fie doqbted tbe EPA bad an 
adeqqate network set qp jn tfi e region to respond to tfe disaster. “Sometf jng djd go 
wrong, in d fere we are, a week later, and tf ere stjlf remains a lack of qnderstandjng not 
only wjtf wf at f appened, bqt wf at’sactqaH-y at stake jn ter ms of pqbl-jcf eal-tf ,” Mr. 
Gardner sijd. 


An EPA cleanqp crew on Aqg. 5 iccjderHiM-y triggered a breicf jn an abandoned gold 
mjnein tfesoqtf western part of Colorado, releisjngin estimated tf fee million 
gaH ons of toxjc, mqstard-tinted sl-qdge tf roqgf a rjver system tf at also spans New 
Mexjco and y taf . Tf eslqdge, wf jcf flowed down tfe Animas Rjver and emptied jnto 
tf eSan Jqan Rjver jn New Mexjco, contains sqcf contaminants as lead and arsenjc 
from tfeQold King Mine, nortf 0fSilveft0n,C0l-0.,0neof tf oqsands of abandoned 
mjnes across tfe western y.S. 

“Tfe EPA’s initial- response to tf js pojnt f is been slow ind jnsqffjcjent,” Sen. 

Mjcf iel Bennet (D., Colo.) sijd jn in emijledstitement. “ 0 nce weiretf roqgf tfe 
jmmedjiteindemergency responses, we wjltilt need to jnvestigite f ow tf jsf ippened, 
not only so tf it wecan get inswersiboqt tf js djsister, bqt so tf at wecin prevent jt 
from f ippenjng igijn.” 


Top liwmikefs from botf piftjeson tf eSenite Envjfonmentil-indPqblicWofks 
Com m jt tee promised to monitor tfe EPA’s response \<z> tfe m jne breacf. “ i will- wor k 
wjtf jn the com mjt tee ind wjtf my coM-eigqes jn Congress \<z> ensqre tfe EPA js f eld 
iccoqrUible \0 thjsgrive incident,” the pinel-’scf ijrmin, Jimes inf ofe (R., 0 kli.), sijd 
jn i stitemerU. 


Sen. Barbiri Boxer (B., Ciljf.), tfe com m it tee’s rink jng Bemocrit, isked theigency jn 
i letter T qesdiy \0 “com m jt \0 tikjng jm medjite ictjon \0 ensqre tbit EPA provides 
tjmel-y jnfor mitjon \0 the iffected comm qn jtjes ind coordjnites efforts wjtf federil-, 
stite ind l-ocil-offjcjil-s is tf e cleinqp ind jnvestjgitjdn con tin qe.” 


Ms. McCir thy sijd her igency wis “com m it ted t <3 i f q II- review,” thoqgh sf e djdn’t 
eliborite on wf it kjnd of review or wf etf er it woql-d be l-ed by the EPA or inotf er 
orgin jzitjon. “ i im ibsol qtel-y deepl-y sorry th js ever f ippened,” sf esijd. 


http://vwvw.wsj.com/articles/epa-chief-apolog izes-for-toxic-spill-affecting-rivers-in-colorado-new-mexico- 1439321379 


2/4 


4004133 


ED 000552C 00000961-00031 



8/12/2015 


EPA Chief Apologizes as Anger Mounts - WSJ 


The EPA ch jef plans td vjsjt affected areas jn Cdldridd and New Mexjcd dn Wednesday 


td “inspect response effdrts,” the ige hey sijd. The an ndqn cement came after a letter 


sent T qesdiy by Mr. Qirdner, Mr. Bennet and Rep. Sect t Tjptdn (R., Cdld.) reqqested 
thit Ms. McCarthy vjsjt. 


“Ndbddy jsgdjng td take the attentjdn away frdm EPA’s jncdm pete nee dn th js,” M r. 
Qardher sajd. “ if th js was a private edmpany, aH-heli- wdpl-d be breakjng l-ddse.” 


EARLIER COVERAGE 


i n 


• Colorado, New Mexico Free Up State Funds for Gold-Mine Spill (http://www.wsj.com/articles/colorado- 
pledges-funds-to-help-clean-up-gold-mines -sludge-spill-1439237643) (Aug 10) 

• Colorado Spill Impact Widens (http://www.wsj.com/articles/colorado-spill-impact-widens-1439163937) 

(Aug 9) 

• Gold Mine’s Waste Sludge Spreads Downriver Into New Mexico (http://www.wsj.com/articles/gold-mines- 
waste-sludge-spreads-downriver-into-new-mexico-1 439062334) (Aug. 8) 


andther letter sent td the EPA dn T qesday by Messrs. Qardner, Ben net and Tjptdn, the 
lawmakers reqqested theagencyset qp a Idng-ter m plan fdr hibjtat restdratjdn ahdfdr 
small- bqsjnesses affected by thespjll-,sqch as l<ayikjng edmpanjes. 


“EPA has td mike jt rjght jqst as a private edm piny wdq Id have td,” Mr.Qirdner sijd. 

EPA dffjcjalssajd T qesdiy th it water wis fldwjng dqtdfthemjneata rate df 500 
gilldns td 700 galldnsi m jnqte ind wis bejng treited as jt emerged. 

0ffjcjilssijd the jn jtjil- pl qme df tdxjc witer releised dqr jng theiccjdent wis trivel jng 
it 3 mjlestd4 mjlesin h dqr ind wis neifFifmjngtdn,N.M.,irdqndthe Nivijd Nitjdn, 
where tfjbil leidefshiveexpfessed grdwjng edneern ibdqt drjnkjng witer. TheEPA 
sijd jt hid set qp simpl-jng stitjdns ildng the Sin Jqin Rjver ind wis jn cdntict wjth 
the mijdr jty df t rj bil mem bers whd driw thejr witer frdm pr jvite welts. 

in sdqthwestern Cdldridd, EPA dff jcjils sijd newsimpljng diti sjgniled witer qqiljty 
jn the irei heir the breich wiscl-dse td level-s p rjd r td the iccjden t. The Cdldridd 
Depirtment df P q blje t=teilth ind Envjfdn ment sijd l-ite T qesdiy th it jn jtjil- test 
resqlts dn the Ah jm is Rjver shewed the edn cent ritjdn dfcdntim jn in ts frdm the Qdld 
Kjng Mjne wiscdhtjhqjng td decreise. 

Stjll-, fedefilenvjfdhmehtil-dffjcjil-ssijd th it the rjver system wdql-dhive td be 
mdn jtdred fdr yeirs ind th it edntim jnited sedjmen t wdq Id l-jkely be stjr red qp dqr jng 
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raj ns bf pef jbds when tfie water was r 14 n n |ng fi jgfi. 

“We wjli 14 n < 3014 bte<3ly l'00k back bn wfietfief we cJjcJ the jbb we cbql-d,hbw we 60 14 Id have 
dbne jt faster and vi/bfk wjth them [state and Ibcal-gbvef n men t leaders] tb makesqfe 
they have cbnfjdence jn the abjl-jty as welias the capacjty bf bqf agency tb mbve 
qqjckly,” sajd Ms. McCafthy, addjng that tfie agency lias a “sbl-jd netwbf k jn pl-ace nbw tb 
be able tb get tfie jbb dbne.” 

Ms. McCafthy sajd hef agency fi as been jn tbqcfi wjth tfie Wfijte ttbqse, cbngfessjbnal- 
delegatjbns bf affected states, jncl-qdjng Cbl-bfadb and New Mexjcb andstate leaders, i n 
addjtjbn tb these twb states, tfie EPA fi as sent dbzens bf staff tb ytafi.anbtfier state tfie 
f jvef system cfbsses in tb, tb hel-p wjth tfie clean qp. 


Thegbvef nbfs bf Cblbfadb and New Mexjcb decl-afed emergencies M bn day, ffeejng qp 
state fq nds tb fielp pay fbf tfie cl-eanqp. Tfie an nbq ncementsaH-bcate $500,000 jn state 
mb hey fbf Cblbradb and an addjtjbnal $750,000 fbr New Mexjcb, bn t bp bf $500,000 
djsbqrsed Ff jday. 


Ms. McCafthy sajd thefe hive been nb fepbrtedcasesbfanybne’sfiealtfi bejng 
cbmprbm jsed in d that as tfie plqme bf cbntam jnated water mbves fqrtfier jn tb tfie 
rjver system, tfie levels bf cbntam jnatjbn dfbp.Shesijd tfieagency was prbvjdjng 
alternate water sqppljes, inclqdjng bettled water, t 0 tfie residents wfi 0 depend 0 n tfie 
affected waters. Sfie djdn’t say wfien tfie rjver wbqld be febpened fbr dr jnkjng bf 
recreatjbn ictjvjtjes,sqch as kayakjng, whjch js pbpqlar jn tfie fegjbn. 


Ms. McCartfiy acknbvi/ledged tfieanger tfiat residents and state l-eaders are feeljng 
tbward tfie epA , whbse fespbnse tb thespjH-his been cr jtjcjzed as tbb slbw. “My 
message tb fblks wfib are angry js we are wbf kjng as fiardas we can and we knbw jt’sa 
djffjcqlt sjtqatjbn,” sfiesajd. “We hive fblks wbrkjngarbqnd tfie clbck.” 

Wr jte tb Amy ftifdef at amy.fiafdef@wsj.cbm and Dan Ffbscfi at dah.ffbscfi@wsj.cbm 
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Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Gina McCarthy speaks at a Resources for the Future policy leadership forum, 
Tuesday, Aug. 11, 2015, in Washington. McCarthy spoke about the EPA’s Clean Fbw er Ran and the recent Colorado mine spill. (AP 
Fhoto/Andrew Harnik) 


FEATURED JOBS 


WASHINGTON — The head of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency said Tuesday her 
department takes full responsibility for spilling 3 million gallons of mining waste that turned a 
southwest Colorado river an unnatural shade of orange, adding it “pains me to no end.” 
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Gina McCarthy made the comments as her agency comes under increased scrutiny after federal and 
contract workers accidentally unleashed the spill last week while inspecting the abandoned Gold King 
mine near Silverton, Colorado. The contaminated water that flowed into a tributary of the Animas and 
San Juan rivers contained high levels of arsenic, lead and other potentially toxic heavy metals. 
McCarthy expressed regret that the spill occurred and said her agency has “added responsibility 
here.” 
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Albuquerque, N.M 


“It is really a tragic and very unfortunate incident, and EPA is taking responsibility to ensure that that 
spill is cleaned up,” McCarthy said. “I am absolutely, deeply sorry that this ever happened." 


The accident comes at a sensitive time for the EPA, a frequent and favorite target of conservatives 
and pro-business groups. McCarthy spoke Tuesday as part of an event on the Obama 
Administration’s Clean Power Plan, which mandates steep greenhouse gas emission cuts from U.S. 
power plants. 


Feature Your Jobs: call 823-4444 


State and local officials in the areas affected by the spill have characterized EPA’s initial response as 
too slow and too small. It took about 24 hours to first notify some downstream communities of the 
accident and the agency originally underestimated the volume of the spill. 


The plume of pollution has since flowed at least 100 miles downstream to New Mexico, where towns 
and cities have been forced to close their intake valves to protect public water supplies. 


McCarthy pledged a thorough review of the EPA’s role in the disaster, but said her current focus is on 
properly managing the response. So far, there have been no reported cases of anyone’s health 
being harmed by the spilled heavy metals, she said. 


“It takes time to review and analyze data, so I understand people’s frustration, but we have our 
researchers and our scientists working around the clock, 
this right and make sure we are protecting public health. 
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Mark Twaine 

I am going to go up there on Monday. I bet the river is back to pretty by then. I bet catch a fish right behind Burger 
King. 


Like ■ Reply ■ 12 hrs 


Brian Fejer - University of New Mexico 

Have 'conservatives' ever supported actually, 'conserving' our national lands and resources? 
#YouGetWhatYouPayFor http://bit.ly/1PjidFo 

Like • Reply • §6 5 ■ 16 hrs 



Dale McCan - Corrales, New Mexico 

In case you haven't noticed, this was a massive Ofailure. No conservatives involved. 


Like ■ Reply ■ 15 hrs 


Brian Fejer - University of New Mexico 

Of course its Obama’s fault, what isn’t! I'll ask again, So, does anyone know the history on how or when it 
happened that conservatives were to be against conserving the environment? 


Like ■ Reply • a&3 • 15 hrs 
( Dale McCan • Corrales, New Mexico 

■ Brian Fejer Only since Progressives started claiming that conservatives only want to destroy the 

environment in order to further their own political ambitions. Just curious, why don't you want to hold the 
EPA to extreme standards like you do the police? Just because they do the political will of economy 
destroying lefties, do they get a pass? Obama is in charge of the EPA, however I can understand why he 
would claim that he didn't do it someone else did. 

Like • Reply «2i3 • 14 hrs 


Show 5 more replies in this thread 



J Kendall Anderson 

Abolish the EPA! 

Like • Reply - 17 hrs 



Paul Brine gar • The University of New Mexico - UNM 
Ah yes! A government "review". We will learn a lot from that!! 
Like • Reply - 17 hrs 


m Michal Mudd • Albuquerque, New Mexico 

MB Yes we will. Scientists are on it and their answers should mean a lot more then the blabbering of pundits. 
Like - Reply • 9 hrs 
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ent with an uninsured or underinsured motorist and covered under a Safeco Policy? 


CLICK HERE 


Silverton residents reconsider 
need for Superfund in light of 
spill 

By Steve Garrison The Daily Times 

UPDATED: 08/11/2015 10:53:38 PM MDT 0 COMMENTS 



(/portlet/article/html/imaa e Di splay. isp?contentltemRelationshipld=7005268) 

Silverton resident Melanie Bergolc on Monday walks along the banks of Cement Creek where it meets 
the Animas River in Silverton, Colo. (Jon Austria — The Daily Times) 



SILVERTON, COLO. — Silverton Standard RELATED STORIES 


editor Mark Esper said he had just finished 
lunch on Aug. 5 when he heard an unusual 
call over the police scanner. 

"I hear Sheriff (Bruce) Conrad say on the 
scanner — '20-foot wall of orange sludge 
coming toward Silverton,’" Esper said. 

A plume of toxic mine waste burst forth from 
Gold King Mine and rushed down Cement 
Creek toward Silverton. It was reduced in size 
by the time it hit town after smashing into two 
culverts upstream, which absorbed its power, 
according to Esper. 

"Basically, it looked like spring runoff," he 
said. "But as you go upstream, you see how 
devastating it was." 


Aug 11: 

EPA officials promise 
analysis of river 
contamination today 
(http://www.dailv- 
times.com/four corners- 
news/ci 286251 35/epa- 
officiais-promise-analvsis- 
river-contamination- 
wednesdav?source=pka) 
Ranchers, farmers look for 
alternative water sources 
after Gold Kina Mine spill 
(http ://www. daily- 
times .com/four corners- 
news/ci 28623373/ranchers- 
farmers-iook-alternative- 
water-sources -after-aoid? 
source=pka) 

What does the Gold Kina 
Mine spill mean for 
Farmington water users? 
(http ://www. daily- 
times .com/four corners- 
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On Monday, 
Silverton's 


news/ci 2 86239 73/what- 

does-gold-king-mine-s pill- 
mean-fa rmington? 


maintenance 
crew worked 
to repair the 

f ■■ nortlet/ artide/hliiil/ imagcDispffcU IMffi 0 lo 
con ten tl tern Relationship! d : ~o<).4!W<!) rst - 

culvert. The 

Left, Ernest Kuhlman, chairman of the 

San Juan County (Colo.) Commission plume 

and, second from left, Gwen Lachelt a ^arriprl 

La Rata County (Colo.) Commissioner on 

Monday tour the Gold King Mine north of of debris that 

Silverton, Colo. (Jon Austria — The Daily , , 

Times) slammed 

into the 

barrier and washed away part of Colorado 
Highway no. 

"The EPA pledged to pay for that, of course," 
Esper said. 

Beyond the immediate damage, it may be 
difficult to separate the deluge from the drip. 

Esper said the red rocks in Cement Creek have 
always been red and life in the creek and the 
Animas River in that area has always been 
scarce. 

That is because for decades the mines in the 
Upper Animas district have leaked acidic 
water laced with various heavy metals into 
Cement Creek, the result of almost a century 
of mining in the region. 

And for decades, state and federal officials 
have talked about cleaning up the site using 
federal funds, but have faced opposition from 
local residents and mining companies. 

Although many Silverton residents remain 
skeptical of the Environmental Protection 
Agency, some say it's time for a federal clean 


NMED test show little 
chanqe in rivers' p_h_ levels 
after Gold Kina Min e sp il[ 
jhttp://www. daily- 
times. com/farmin q ton- 
news/ci 28622146/nmed- 
tests-show-little-chancjfp 
rivers-ph-levels? 
source=pka) 


Aug 10: 


k i HHza AV 

chairwoman of the San Juan County 

needed to deal with it. But we didn't deal with 


Bill Simon, co- coordinator of the Animas 
River Stakeholders Group, said state officials 
began investigating water quality in Cement 
Creek in 1989 after discovering that aquatic 
life was nearly nonexistent in the river. 

He said after extensive water quality testing, 
the EPA was ready to add the entire Upper 
Animas River watershed to the Superfund 
National Priorities List by 1994. 

The Superfund was created through federal 
law in 1980 as a way to address abandoned 
hazardous waste sites that threaten public 
health or the environment. 


EPA officials visit m o uth of 
Gold Kina Mine north of 
Silverton. Colo. 
fhttp://www.dailv- 
times.com/four corners- 
news/ci 28618359/epa- 
officials-visit-mouth-aold- 
kinq-mine-north? 
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Navajo Nation. San Juan 
Countv officials continue to 
handle toxic waste plume 
(http://www.da ilv- 
times.com/four corners - 
news/ci 28613676/navaio- 
nation-san-iuan-countv- 
officials-continue-handle? 


EPAsavs 3 million gallons 
of contaminated water 
released into Animas River 
(http ://www. daily- 
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news/ci 2861 1665/epa- 
now-savs-3-miilion- 
qaiions-contaminated- 
water?source=pkq) 
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Navaio Nation President 
Russell Beqave to declare 
state of emergency 
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The law provides federal funds to the EPA to 
perform long-term remediation of toxic sites 
and also seek compensation from parties liable 
for causing the damage. 

The last active operation in the region, 
Sunnyside Mine, closed in 1991, Simon said, 
but the mining companies continued to oppose 
the Superfund designation long after, fearing 
that they would be held responsible for 
cleaning up the mine waste. 

Simon said many local residents did not 
support the designation either, fearing it would 
discourage future mining projects and 
tourism. 

On Monday, Chairman Ernest Kuhlman of 
the San Juan County (Colo.) Board of 
Commissioners explained the town's attitude 
toward the Superfund thus: "It retires mining, 
for one thing, and it retires tourism, for 
another." 

Kuhlman said he remains skeptical of the 
Superfund designation, despite last week's spill, 
but wanted to know the EPA's plan for the 
site. 

"I want to know what they intend to do about 
it," he said. "If it was a private company that 
did this, they would be tarred and feathered 
and tied to a stone." 

Rich said the period after the final operation 
shut down was a difficult one for Silverton 
residents and the town still has not recovered 
from the economic impact. 

Today, the town's residents cling to a fragile 
tourism-based economy. 

"It's barely sustaining us," Rich said. 

Simon said local residents, mine owners and 
operators, and others opposed to the federal 
designation formed the Animas River 
Stakeholders Group in 1994 to retain local 
control over what water standards were 
implemented. 


times.com/four corners- 
news/ci 28609880/navaio- 
nation-president-russell- 
beqave-declare-state- 
emeraencv?source=pkal 

Gov. Martinez tou rs toxic 
plume in Animas R iver 
ihttp://www. daily- 
times. com/four corners- 
ne ws/ci 286091 19/aov- 
martinez-tours-toxic-plume- 
animas-river?source=pka) 
Questions remain as toxic 
mine contamination flows 
through San Juan County 
fhttp://www.daily- 
t imes.com/four corners- 
news/c i 28608042/new- 
mexico-plans-sue-epa- 
over-mine-spill? 
source=pkgf 

Mine waste in Animas 
River reaches Farmington 
(http://www.dailv- 
times.com/four corners- 
news/ci 28605985/m ine- 
waste-animas-river- 
reaches-farminoton? 
source=pkqf 

Aug 7: 

Access to Animas River 
closed after Gold King Mine 
spills toxic metals into 
water fhttp://www.dailv- 
times.com/four corners- 
news/ci 28601 678/officials- 
declare-state-emergency- 
close-animas-river-san? 
source=pkat 
Residents asked not to 
use well water from 
Animas. San Juan rivers 
(http://www.daily- 
times.com/four corners- 
news/ci 28601 672/residents- 
asked-not-use-well-water- 
from-animas?source=pkol 
Officials: EPA mis hand led 
Silverton mine pollution 
discharge fhttp://www.dailv- 
times.com/four corners- 
news/ci 28602037/officials- 
epa-mishandled-siiverton- 
mine-pollution-discharge? 
source=pkot 

Aug 6: 

Colorado mine spills 
pollution into Animas River 
fhttp://www.dailv- 
times .com/farminoton- 
news/ci 28596101/oold- 
kinq-mine-s pills-pollution- 
into-animas-river? 
source=pkot 


Though the 
Superfund 
designation 
was avoided, 
the threat of 
litigation had 
an impact — 
Sunnyside 
Gold 

Corporation, a 
former mine 
operator, 
signed a 
consent decree 
in 1996 with 

At center, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Regional Administrator Martin 
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Hestmark, on Monday tours the Gold King Mine site north of Silverton, Colo. (Jon 
Austria — The [Daily Times) 


the state of 



( / p ortlet / article /html/imag eDis pIav.isp? 
contentItemReIationshipId=7Q0. l: ;267~) 

Weston Solution Inc. assistant engineer associate Megan Oiler on Monday measures water flowing out 
of Gold King Mine north of Silverton, Colo. (Jon Austria — The Daily Times) 

Colorado to continue to operate a water treatment plant on Cement Creek and 
clean up several abandoned mines in the Upper Animas Mining District. 

In exchange, Sunnyside Gold Corp. would be allowed to plug the Sunnyside 
Mine, located near Gold King Mine, and end its clean-up responsibility in the 
region. 

Sunnyside Gold Corp. completed about 17 remediation projects in the Upper 
Animas Mining District by 1999, according to the stakeholders group's website. 

The corporation installed concrete bulkheads in the Sunnyside Mine between 
1996 and 2002, which closed the mine and stopped the discharge of hundreds 
of gallons of polluted water. 

However, Todd Hennis, owner of the Gold King Mine and neighboring Mogul 
Mine, said Tuesday the plug didn't actually stop the water. 

"The Sunnyside water is going by various paths, faults, fissures, etc. and 
coming out the neighboring mine properties," Hennis said. 

Hennis said that Gold King Mine, until 2003, was discharging 7 gallons of 
polluted water per minute. 

After 2003, Gold King Mine, Red & Bonita Mine and Mogul Mine began 
discharging hundreds of gallons per minute, according to EPA records. 

After a lengthy court battle involving Hennis, Sunnyside Gold Corp. 
discharged its obligation to maintain the Cement Creek water treatment plant, 
which was shutdown. 

With polluted waters pouring from several mines and no plant to treat it, the 
water in the upper Animas River began to degrade significantly. 

"I have been begging Kinross (current owner of Sunnyside Gold Corp.) to step 
forward voluntarily and be proactive and address the issues," Hennis said. 
"They were trying to get out of any potential liability at a very cheap price." 

Kinross issued a statement Tuesday. 

The company described last week's spill as a "very unfortunate incident," but 
denied any involvement. 

"Sunnyside mine workings have no physical connection to the Gold King and 
such a connection never existed,” according to the statement. "Sunnyside is 
not the cause of the water build up at Gold King." 
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Marcie Bidwell is executive director of the Mountain Studies Institute, a 
nonprofit environmental research organization that has been involved in 
monitoring river changes since last week's discharge. 

She said Tuesday it was "very possible" that runoff from Sunnyside Mine 
escaped through fractures into nearby mines. 

Since 2008, Simon said the EPA has talked about a "targeted" Superfund 
limited to the Upper Animas Mining District. Sunnyside Gold Corp., a member 
of Animas River Stakeholders Group, offered $6.5 million to address water 
quality issues in the targeted area. 

The catch, according to Simon, was the EPA had to release Sunnyside Mine 
Corp. from liability. 

"The EPA has not really bought off on that," Simon said. "But the money is 
still there and the EPA recently requested they do some (remediation work) 
and pay for it from the $6.5 million fund, which is supposed to have risen to 
$10 million in that amount of time." 

According to Simon, the EPA has not agreed to release Sunnyside from 
liability. 

Hennis said $10 million is not nearly enough to adequately remediate the 
mining district. 

Simon said that since the Gold King Mine spill, he has reflected on his 
organization's previous opposition to the Superfund designation. 

"We were dead set against Superfund at the time, but I would not say that is 
the case now," Simon said. 

Martin Hestmark, assistant regional director for EPA's Region 8, said Monday 
that he is talking with stakeholders about solutions, which may include 
building a new water treatment plant. 

He said he does not regret that his agency was not more aggressive in seeking 
a Superfund designation for the site. 

"It's important that the affected communities be supportive," he said. "That is 
an evolving process." 

Colorado Governor John Hickenlooper's spokeswoman, Kathy Green, said the 
decision is up to the community. 

"At this point, (Hickenlooper) plans to continue to work with the EPA and the 
community on response and recovery for the area, and in addressing other 
mines in the state," Green said, 

Larry and Cheryl Markwell own the Hungry Moose Bar and Grill in Silverton, 
which opened a year ago this month. 

Both husband and wife described the Gold King Mine spill as a tragedy and 
said they were open to solutions. 

"We have people that fish, canoe and raft (in Silverton)," Larry Markwell said. 
"If people aren't in the water, they won't be coming to eat. 

Cheryl Markwell said the town was plagued by problems, including a housing 
shortage and expensive utilities. 

"This town is full of talk," Cheryl Markwell said. "It's a town that needs to 
act." 

Steve Garrison covers crime and courts for The Daily Times. He can be 
reached at 505-564-4644 and staarrison&daihi-times.com 

( mailto:staarrison( 3 idailu-times.com ) . Follow him on Twitter 

( 5 s St eveGarrisonDT (h tt p:// www. twitter.com / SteveGarrisonDT ) on Twitter. 

Map of mining tunn els north of Silverton 
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Gold mine's toxic plume extends to Utah 


Staff, The (Farmington, N.M.) Daily Times 4:59 p.m. EDT August 11, 2015 


On the scene at the abandoned gold mine in Silverton, Colo., at the source of the spill that has 
turned the Animas River orange. Trevor Hughes, USATODAY 

FARMINGTON, N.M. — The plume of heavy metals released last week into the Animas River 
(http://bit.lv/1NIWiMht from the Gold King Mine near Silverton, Colo., reached Utah on Monday. 

As of Monday evening, officials said the plume of contamination was southeast of Montezuma Creek, Utah, 
and was headed for Lake Powell. Environmental Protection Agency officials say the pollutants in the plume 
include arsenic, lead, copper, aluminum and cadmium, but have not released any detailed information on the 
spill that started Wednesday morning and has since been contained. 

The Gold King Mine's discharge raises the possibility of long-term damage from the toxic metals falling out of 
suspension as the plume slowly moves along the river. 

"Sediment does settle," said Shaun McGrath, administrator of EPA's Region 8. "It settles down to the bottom of the riverbed." 


EPA officials announced Monday afternoon that public access to the Animas and San Juan rivers would continue to be closed until at least Aug. 17. 

One rural water user association in San Juan County, where New Mexico Gov. Susana Martinez declared a state of emergency Monday, has spent 
thousands of dollars buying water from Farmington and Aztec because it had to shut down its wells after the toxic mine waste spilled into the Animas 
last week. 

"We don't want to take a chance of contaminating them — and it sure has cost us a lot of money," said Rick Mitchell, Flora Vista Mutual Domestic Water 
Association general manager. 

Mustard-colored water began rushing out of the Gold King Mine in southern Colorado on Wednesday after an EPA team disturbed a dam of loose rock 
lodged in the mine. 
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The deluge of polluted water poured into Cement Creek and continued into the Animas River. The plume of pollution, clearly visible from the air and 
estimated to be more than 80 miles long at one point, reached Farmington, N.M., on Saturday morning. 

McGrath said future runoff from storms will kick that toxic sediment back into the water, which means there will need to be long-term monitoring. 


pH- USATODAY 

' f ETA: Pollution from mine.spill much worse than feared 
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He added that "the Animas River has historically been polluted by acid mine drainage." 

Chapters within the Northern Agency have started the process of issuing emergency declarations after toxic mine waste flowed down the San Juan 
River onto the Navajo Nation. 

The San Juan River travels west through the Navajo Nation, then converges with the Colorado River at Lake Powell in southeastern Utah. For the 
chapter communities near the San Juan River, it is the main source of water for crops and livestock. 

So far, the chapters of Upper Fruitland, Nenahnezad, San Juan and Shiprock have issued either declarations or resolutions calling for a state of 
emergency within their boundaries. 

The "slug" of pollution, which the EPAsays contains metals and is about as acidic as black coffee, is headed toward Lake Powell. 

Silverton is surrounded by abandoned mines, and the EPA was checking on one of the worst ones, the Gold King, when the breach occurred. Area 
residents are furious that the federal agency charged with fighting pollution accidentally caused it. 

The Animas has largely returned to running clear below Silverton and into Durango, although some of the orange sediment remains in some puddles 
and along the shore. 


USATODAY 

EPA pollutes Colo, river during mine cleanup 

fhttp://www.usatoday.conVstory/news/nation/20 1 5/08/()7/colorado- rive i^epa- mine- waste water- spillo 1 320641 A 

Officials advise residents with wells in the flood plains of the Animas River and the San Juan River downstream of the confluence of the two rivers to 
have their water tested before using it for cooking, drinking or bathing. 
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County Executive Officer Kim Carpenter voiced frustration about the delay in getting information about the chemicals in the water. The data, he said 
will "give us a big picture of what we are going to deal with and the long-term effects we will have to deal with." 


Contributing: Steve Garrison, Joshua Kellogg and Noel Lyn Smith, The (Farmington, N.M.) Daily Times; and Trevor Hughes, USA TODAY 
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Story highlights 

The EPA accidentally released a plume of toxic 
metals into the Animas River 


Among those most hurting from the spill are 


(CNN) — From his backyard in Durango, 
Colorado, Tom Bartles can see the Animas 
River, which was stained an unnatural 
orange. 
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businesses that depend on the Animas day to The Environmental Protection Agency 
day 

accidentally released millions of gallons of 

ifs snii unclear what long-term impact will be pollutants into the water last week, turning the 
on water, soil, animals, recreation 

typically blue water to the color of mustard. 

"Everybody in town knew it was coming. It was hard to wake up in the morning and see 
an orange river," Bartles told CNN. "Many of the locals in this region are probably going 
to experience a certain level of mourning." 

By Tuesday, the plume of heavy metals had largely moved on and the river looked clear. 
A tourist probably wouldn't notice anything was off, but a local would know it's not quite 
right, Bartles said. 



Bartles took before and after photos of 
the Animas River from his backyard. 


And for him, the biggest concern wasn't the 
immediate threat anyway; it's the spill's 
potential long-term and cumulative impact. 

"This is a major, major problem," said 
Jonathan Freedman, a toxicologist at the 
University of Louisville. 



Advertisement 


Typically it takes years or even decades for health problems from metals to develop. 
However, preliminary tests show that the Animas River in Durango "doesn't appear" to 

http://wvwv.cnn.com/201 5/08/1 0/us/epa- river-spi 1 1- resi dents/ 2/1 0 
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present a health risk, Colorado's top health official said Tuesday. Following a spill of 
mine wastewater into the river, the metal levels along the river in the Durango area have 
returned to pre-incident levels, Dr. Larry Wolk said. 

The river remains closed, but could reopen soon. 

Animas River toxic spill: This is a real mess' 


'We all share this crisis' 

Officials said they believe the spill carried metals like iron, zinc and copper into a creek 
that feeds into the Animas. 

It caused a spike in concentrations of total and dissolved metals in the water, the EPA 
said. It's unclear exactly what effect that will have. 

"It's all questions at this point and very few answers," said Bartles, who described the 
Animas as the "heartbeat of the community." 

A lot of people depend on the river for water, recreation, fishing and farming — not just 
in Durango, but up and down the waterway. 

"We all share this crisis no matter where we live," said Bartles. "And we all have to take 
responsibility." 
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Spill site, km 
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into San Juan River 


The spill into the Animas River in Colorado now extends into New Mexico. 


Moving downstream 

In neighboring New Mexico, the heartbreak of the spill was just as real as the toxic mix 
moved on. 

"We came out here together, and we looked at the river and we cried," Rosemary Hart 
told CNN affiliate KRQE. 

She lives on the Animas and her family depends on a well to get water. The spill has 
made the water unusable, she said. 

"My first concern is the next generations, and what they're walking into," Hart told 
KRQE. 

The U.S. Geological Survey reported the size of the spill to be more than 3 million 


http://www.cnn.com/2015/08/1 0/us/epa- ri ver- spi 1 1 - resi dents/ 
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gallons, compared with the initial EPA estimate of 1 million gallons. 

Gov. Susana Martinez has declared a state of emergency. 

According to the EPA, the spill occurred 
when one of its teams was using heavy 
equipment to enter the Gold King Mine, a 
suspended mine north of Durango. Instead 
of entering the mine and beginning the 
process of pumping and treating the 
contaminated water inside as planned, the 
team accidentally caused it to flow into the 
nearby Animas. 

Getting answers from the EPA is critical, according to Doris Stock, who lives along the 
river. 

"We could lose our animals. It could damage our crops. It'll destroy the soil," she told 
KRQE. 

Few answers 

Residents are looking for answers, but the EPA has few to offer at this point. 

More than 300 people attended an informational meeting at the Farmington, New 
Mexico, Civic Center on Monday night. 

"Over the next few days, the waters in the river are going to clear up," said Jeff Witte, 
New Mexico's agriculture secretary. "That's doesn't mean they're safe folks." 

Mark Hayes of the EPA reminded residents not to use the water until they get an all 
clear. When that will be, officials don't know. 



1 1 photos: EPA spill turns Colorado river 

orange 
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The dangers 

According to the ERA, last Wednesday's spill caused a spike in metal concentrations, 
but levels "began to return to pre-event conditions" by Thursday. 

However, according to the EPA's own data, there were still very high levels of metals on 
Thursday. An arsenic sample tested 26 times higher than the EPA acceptable level. 

Lead was even worse — much worse. 

"Oh my God! Look at the lead!" said Joseph Landolph, a toxicologist at the University of 
Southern California, pointing to a lead level in the Animas River nearly 12,000 times 
higher than the acceptable level set by the EPA. 

And one thing is for sure: these metals don't disappear. Even if they go down to low 
levels in the water, they will likely be in the sediment and could be kicked up into the 

water at any time. 

"This was such a horrible accident," Landolph said. "I served on the EPA scientific 

advisory board, and I have the utmost respect for the agency. I wish them Godspeed in 
cleaning it up and containing it." 


'We'll weather it' 

Among those most hurting from the spill are businesses that depend on the Animas 
day to day. 

Andy Corra is an owner of the Durango- based 4Corners Rivers ports, which has a 
sister company called 4Corners Whitewater. 

"The river is basically closed so that shuts down all the rafting," he said. "They're losing 
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all their revenue." 

On good days, he said, that could be as much as $10,000 a day. 

"One day business is booming, and the next day, boom, it's shut off," said Corra. "It's 
a huge bummer for the whole industry." 

He's been in Durango for 35 years and loves it. He called the city a paradise and, 
without exaggeration, the greatest place in the world. 

"We'll weather it. There's a bigger concern for the river, but the river will weather it as 
well," said Corra. 

CNN's Mariano Castillo and Eli Watkins contributed to this report. 
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